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adequate index. There is, however, no index; so that this valuable 

material, which has been compiled with so much labor and at so great 

expense, is not so available to students as it might have been made 

with a slight additional expenditure of effort and of money. 

James B. Morman. 
Washington, D. C. 

Questions agricoles d'hier et d'aujourd'hui. By DANIEL 
Zolla. Paris, Librairie Armand Colin, 1904 — xii, 282 pp. 

Under this title Professor Zolla, of the National School of Agriculture 
at Grignon, has published a series of volumes, consisting of essays deal- 
ing with agricultural and related subjects. Of this series the book under 
review is the third volume. Some of the subjects treated are agri- 
cultural instruction, French purchases of colonial products, agricultural 
geology, cooperative and mutual insurance associations, and the rela- 
tion of income taxes to agricultural interests. In the preface we are 
told that agricultural education and cooperation in agriculture are the 
main topics considered. Without this information the reader might 
erroneously suppose that the author was at least equally interested in 
the other topics which he discusses. 

In his first chapter M. Zolla outlines briefly the development of 
agricultural education in France. He shows the smallness of the ex- 
penditure by the state upon agricultural schools and criticizes those who 
think these expenditures excessive, useless or unproductive. He 
laments the lack of appreciation for these schools and the general 
prejudice against agriculture as a profession. At the same time he in- 
forms us that the agricultural classes of France regard these schools as 
places for teaching useless theories, and that the majority of the small 
landholders and farmers can not afford to send their boys to these 
schools even if they were inclined to do so. It would seem accord- 
ingly that the hostile critics have the best of the argument. No doubt 
the maintenance of these schools at public cost would be justified if 
only the farmers could be brought to appreciate the value of scientific 
education; but thus far, it appears, the agricultural schools in France 
accomplish little. 

The chapter entitled " Nos achats de produits coloniaux " is a special 
plea for capital and colonists to exploit the French tropical colonies. 
The author quotes statistics to show that France buys much cotton , oil , 
gums, spices etc. , products of the tropics. Then with irrefragable logic 
he demonstrates that, if the French tropical colonies could be induced 
to supply these commodities to the mother country, French colonial 



No. 2] REVIEWS 3j! 

trade would be increased to the mutual advantage of both metropole 
and colonies. The argument seems familiar, not to say antiquated. 
M. Zolla does not, however, advocate preferential tariffs as a means of 
securing the desired result. 

From M. Zolla's account, it is to be inferred that France is far behind 
the United States in the matter of cooperative enterprises related to 
agriculture. Cooperative creameries and farmer's mutual insurance 
companies are described as new devices , and much benefit is expected 
from them. In the United States many cooperative creameries have 
been organized, but the majority have failed or have been transformed 
into joint-stock companies with few shareholders. Mutual insurance 
among farmers is of long standing with us and bids fair to continue. 

M. Zolla argues against the proposal to abolish the impdt personnel- 
mobilier and to substitute, therefore , an income tax assessed upon the 
excess of income above 2500 francs. He thinks that practically all 
agriculturists who now pay the impdt personnel-mobilier would be obliged 
to pay more under such an income-tax law. His method of reaching 
this conclusion is not satisfying. 

For an American student of agricultural economics this volume has 
little value. Little useful information can be gleaned from its pages 
as regards any of the subjects discussed. The general impression which 
an American derives from its perusal is that agricultural science and 
practice is in a backward state in France ; and the fact that this collec- 
tion of essays is presented as a serious contribution to the literature of 
agriculture strongly supports this impression. 

Royal Meeker. 

Princeton University. 

Land Reform. By JESSE COLLINGS, M. P. London, Long- 
mans, Green and Company, 1906. — xxiv, 452 pp. 

Land reform is a vital question in England at the present time ; and 
in this volume Mr. Collings sets forth in a striking way his view of the 
problem and the plans proposed for its solution. The author is the 
son of " a noble peasant woman," to whose memory the book is dedi- 
cated ; and he claims to voice the feelings and to represent the point 
of view of the tillers of the soil. "In dealing with the agricultural 
laborer," he writes, " I have based my statements on my own expe- 
rience, on the lore and traditions of the cottage, on Parliamentary 
papers, as well as [on] other authorities " (p. xvii). 

The purpose of the book is to advocate plans of land reform and of 
rural education in England. The ultimate aim is to reestablish a 



